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By Lynn Sweet, Ray Hanania and Mary Gillespie -

‘Poor man’ Finley's
storyis a rlch one

You can’t judge a book by its
Ccover.

So discovered Chicago literary
agent Samuel Freifeld when he
agreed to represent Patrick
Finley after reading his manu-
script about a poor young man
forced to quit school to help his
struggling family. Freifeld knew
very little about tbe author ex-
cept the book mirrored Finley’s
own life.

“I thought he was poor. So
when I sent him a bill, it was for
only $150,” says Freifeld, who
has represented Saul Bellow,
Nelsca Algren and Lenny
Bruce.

“The next day he called me
up and said, ‘What kind of bill
is this for $150?7° I was almost
apologetic. 1 thought it was too
much. He asked me what I nor-
mally would charge someone,
and I said $2,000. He said, ‘Send
me the bill.” ”

That’s when Freifeld realized
times have changed for the 28-
year-old Finley, who quit school
in his teens to be a runner on
the Options Exchange. The once
struggling Bridgeport youth now
owns several seats on the ex-
change, earns about $1 million a
year and is challenging Cook
County Clerk Stanley T.
Kusper Jr. in the March Demo-
cratic primary.

“It’s just a coincidence this
book is coming out before the
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primary,” insisted Finley, in an
interview from the phone in his
Porsche. (He also has one in his
Lincoln Continental.) “I’'ve been
working on it since I was 18,

But his Horatio Alger story
certainly can’t hurt his election
prospects.

Nor can one of his campaign
promises. Vows Finley: “If I am
elected clerk, I plan to donate
my entire salary for the first
four years to charities in Cook
County. I don’t need it.”




